THE FATHER'S HEART



1 A prophecy: The word of the LORD to Israel through
Malachi. 2 “| have loved you,” says the LORD. “But you
ask, ‘'How have you loved us? “Was not Esau Jacob's
brother?” declares the LORD. “Yet | have loved Jacob,
3 but Esau | have hated, and | have turned his hill
country into a wasteland and left his inheritance to
thedesert jackals.”



+ Edom may say, “Though we have been crushed, we
will rebuild the ruins.” But this is what the Lord
Almighty says: “They may build, but | will demolish.
They will be called the Wicked Landg, a people always
under the wrath of the Lord. s You will see it with your
own eyes and say, ‘Great is the Lord—even beyond
theborders of Israel!
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The Father's Perfect Love




s Then the man and his wife heard the sound of

the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. . But the Lord God
called to the man, "Where are you?” 1o He answered, “|

heard you in the garden, and | was afraid because |
was naked; so | hid.”



3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. s When he has brought out
all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep
follow him because they know his voice. s But they
will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away
from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s

voice.
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22 The babies jostled each other within her, and she
said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she went to
inquire of the LORD. 23 The LORD said to her, “Two
nations are in your womb, and two peoples from
within you will be separated; one people will be
stronger than the other, and the older will serve the
younger.”



s 'For you are a people holy to the LORD your God.
The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people
for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples
who are on the face of the earth.- It was not because
you were more in number than any other people that
the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you
were the fewest of all peoples,



s but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping
the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord
has brought you out with a mighty hand and
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the
hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. « Know therefore that
the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him
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16 God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and
God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete
among us so that we will have confidence on the day
of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. s There
IS no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with punishment. The one

who fears is not made perfect in love. 19 We love
because he first loved us.
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11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done
anything good or bad—in order that God's purpose in
election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who
calls—she was told, “The older will serve the
younger.” 13 Just as it is written: “Jacob | loved, but
Esau | hated.” 14 What then shall we say? Is God
unjust? Not at all! s For he says to Moses,



‘| will have mercy on whom | have mercy, and | will
have compassion on whom | have compassion.”

16 It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or
effort, but on God’s mercy
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This is love: not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.



