


OBEDIENCE IN TOUGH TIMES

Obedience

…hearing, trusting, submitted, and acting 
under the authority of God and His Word.



OBEDIENCE IN TOUGH TIMES

“See, I am setting before you today a 
blessing and a curse — the blessing if you 
obey the commands of the Lord your God 
that I am giving you today; the curse if you 
disobey the commands of the Lord your 
God…”

DEUTERONOMY 11:26-28

Obedience
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1. Jesus calls us to obey 
“If you love me, keep my commands.” 
JOHN 14:15

Obedience
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2. Obedience proves our love 
“This is how we know that we love the 
children of God: by loving God and carrying 
out his commands. In fact, this is love for 
God: to keep his commands. And his 
commands are not burdensome…”  1 JOHN 5:2-3



OBEDIENCE IN TOUGH TIMES

3. Obedience proves our faith 
“We know that we have come to know him if we 
keep his commands. Whoever says, “I know him,” 
but does not do what he commands is a liar, and 
the truth is not in that person. But if anyone obeys 
his word, love for God is truly made complete in 
them. This is how we know we are in him: 
Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus 
did.”  1 JOHN 2:3-6
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18 "This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah 
came about: His mother Mary was pledged to 
be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant 
through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her 
husband was faithful to the law, and yet did 
not want to expose her to public disgrace, he 
had in mind to divorce her quietly.”

MATTHEW 1:18-19
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20 “But after he had considered this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She 
will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.’”

MATTHEW 1:20-21



OBEDIENCE IN TOUGH TIMES

22 “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
said through the prophet: 23 ‘The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will 
call him Immanuel’ (which means 'God with 
us’). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the 
angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not 
consummate their marriage until she gave birth 
to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.”

MATTHEW 1:22-25
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1. Know what’s right — be prepared and 
seek guidance

Obedience in the Life of Joseph
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1. Know what’s right 
2. Filter what’s right — balance grace and 

truth in application

Obedience in the Life of Joseph
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1. Know what’s right 
2. Filter what’s right 
3. Do what’s right — redeem the 

opportunity

Obedience in the Life of Joseph
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The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven 
a second time and said, “I swear by myself, declares 
the Lord, that because you have done this and have 
not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless 
you and make your descendants as numerous as the 
stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your 
descendants will take possession of the cities of their 
enemies, and through your offspring all nations on 
earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”

GENESIS 22:15-18



OBEDIENCE IN TOUGH TIMES

Joyful are people of integrity, who follow the instructions 
of the LORD. Joyful are those who obey his laws and 
search for him with all their hearts. They do not 
compromise with evil, and they walk only in his paths. 
You have charged us to keep your commandments 
carefully. Oh, that my actions would consistently reflect 
your decrees! Then I will not be ashamed when I 
compare my life with your commands. As I learn your 
righteous regulations, I will thank you by living as I 
should! I will obey your decrees. Please don't give up on 
me! PSALM 119:1-8 NLT


