


16 "For I am not ashamed of the gospel,  
because it is the power of God that brings 
salvation to everyone who believes: first 
to the Jew, then to the Gentile.” 17 For in 
the gospel the righteousness of God is 
revealed”

R O M A N S  1 : 1 6 - 1 7  N I V  



The Gospel is the good news that Jesus 
came to rescue and restore all of humanity 
through his life, death, and resurrection. 





“And the man and his wife were both 
naked and were not ashamed.”

G E N E S I S  2 : 2 5  E S V 



8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of 
the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden.  9 But the Lord God 
called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He 
answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was 
afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”

G E N E S I S  3 : 8 - 1 0  E S V 



16 "For I am not ashamed of the gospel,  
because it is the power of God that brings 
salvation to everyone who believes: first 
to the Jew, then to the Gentile.” 17 For in 
the gospel the righteousness of God is 
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R O M A N S  1 : 1 6 - 1 7  N I V  



18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 
against all the godlessness and wickedness of 
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 
19 since what may be known about God is plain to 
them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For 
since the creation of the world God’s invisible 
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has 
been made, so that people are without excuse.  

R O M A N S  1 : 1 8 - 2 0  N I V  
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The Problem of Sin 
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21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified 
him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their 
thinking became futile and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be 
wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory 
of the immortal God for images made to look like a 
mortal human being and birds and animals and 
reptiles.

R O M A N S  1 : 2 1 - 2 3  N I V  



24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful 
desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the 
degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They 
exchanged the truth about God for a lie,  and 
worshiped and served created things rather than 
the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful 
lusts.

R O M A N S  1 : 2 4 - 2 6  N I V  



• Hedonism - my satisfaction and pleasure is 
the ultimate goal 

• Individualism - my needs are most 
important  

• Relativism - my truth can coexist with your 
truth 

Idols we worship today: 
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R O M A N S  1 : 2 4 - 2 6  N I V  



Even their women exchanged natural sexual 
relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the 
men also abandoned natural relations with women 
and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men 
committed shameful acts with other men, and 
received in themselves the due penalty for their 
error. 28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it 
worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God,

R O M A N S  1 : 2 6 - 2 8  N I V  



4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning 
the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, 
‘For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but 
one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, 
let no one separate.”

M AT T H E W  1 8 : 4 - 6  N I V  



 7 “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that 
a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send 
her away?” 8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to 
divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. 
But it was not this way from the beginning. 

M AT T H E W  1 8 : 7 - 8  N I V  



so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that 
they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have 
become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, 
greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, 
strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips,  
30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and 
boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey 
their parents; 31 they have no understanding, 

R O M A N S  1 : 2 8 - 3 1  N I V  



no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know 
God’s righteous decree that those who do such 
things deserve death, they not only continue to do 
these very things but also approve of those who 
practice them. 

R O M A N S  1 : 3 1 - 3 2  N I V  



Humanity’s Depravity: 
- Wickedness 
- Evil 
- Greed 
- Depravity  
- Envy 
- Murder 
- Strife

- Deceit  
- Malice 
- Gossip 
- Slander  
- Hating God 
- Insolent 
- Arrogant 

- Boastful 
- Inventing evil 
- Disobey parents 
- No understanding  
- No fidelity  
- No love 
- No mercy
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1 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass 
judgment on someone else, for at whatever point 
you judge another, you are condemning yourself, 
because you who pass judgment do the same 
things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against 
those who do such things is based on truth. 3 So 
when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on 
them and yet do the same things,

R O M A N S  2 : 1 - 3  N I V  



do you think you will escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do 
you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, 
forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s 
kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?  
5 But because of your stubbornness and your 
unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against 
yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his 
righteous judgment will be revealed.

R O M A N S  2 : 3 - 5  N I V  



5 But because of your stubbornness and your 
unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against 
yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his 
righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 God “will repay 
each person according to what they have done.” 7 To 
those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, 
honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But 
for those who are self-seeking and who reject the 
truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.

R O M A N S  2 : 5 - 8  N I V  



9 There will be trouble and distress for every human 
being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the 
Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone 
who does good: first for the Jew, then for the 
Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism.

R O M A N S  2 : 9 - 1 1  N I V  



• Holds the truth back                                                               
- How is my awe meter?  

• Deprives our understanding of who we are                                            
- Am I exchanging God’s truth for less? 

• Moves us into God’s place                                    
- Am I seeking God’s glory or my own?  

The Problem of Sin 



38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and 
your children and for all who are far off—for all 
whom the Lord our God will call.” 40 With many 
other words he warned them; and he pleaded with 
them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 
generation.” 

A C T S  2 : 3 8 - 4 0  N I V  



41 Those who accepted his message were 
baptized, and about three thousand were added to 
their number that day. 

A C T S  2 : 4 1  N I V  






