


12 To those who listen to my teaching, more 
understanding will be given, and they will have an 
abundance of knowledge. But for those who are 
not listening, even what little understanding they 
have will be taken away from them. 13 That is why I 
use these parables

M AT T H E W  1 3 : 1 2 - 1 3  N LT  



1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing 
near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the 
scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners 
and eats with them.” 3 So he told them this parable: 
4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has 
lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 
open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he 
finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing. 

LU K E  1 5 : 1 - 5  E S V 



6 And when he comes home, he calls together his 
friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep that was 
lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

LU K E  1 5 : 6 - 7  E S V 
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What does this parable teach me about God?  
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“For the Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost.”

LU K E  1 9 : 1 0  N I V  



11 “‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself 
will search for my sheep and look after them. 12 As a 
shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is 
with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue 
them from all the places where they were scattered 
on a day of clouds and darkness. 

E Z E K I E L  3 4 : 1 1 - 1 2  N I V  



15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, 
declares the Sovereign Lord. 16 I will search for the 
lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the 
injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and 
the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with 
justice.

E Z E K I E L  3 4 : 1 5 - 1 6  N I V  
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5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we 
are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each 
of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

I S A I A H  5 3 : 5 - 6  N I V  
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16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees 
saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, 
they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” 17 On hearing this, Jesus 
said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” 

M A R K  2 : 1 6 - 1 7  N I V  



What does this parable teach me about God?  
• The Father’s heart & mission is to save the lost 
• God sees the one   

What does this parable teach me about myself?  
• Am I the one lost sheep or one of the 99?  
• God is seeking the lost, am I? 

Takeaways: 



15 This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should 
accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners”—and I am the worst of them all. 16 But God 
had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me 
as a prime example of his great patience with even 
the worst sinners. Then others will realize that they, 
too, can believe in him and receive eternal life.

1  T I M O T H Y  1 : 1 5 - 1 6  N T 





8 The Lord is the strength of his people, a fortress of 
salvation for his anointed one. 9 Save your people 
and bless your inheritance; be their shepherd and 
carry them forever.

P S A L M  2 8 : 8 - 9  N I V  


