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4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together 
and came to Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said 
to him, “You are old, and your sons do not 
follow your ways; now appoint a king to 
lead us, such as all the other nations have.”

1 SAMUEL 8:4-5 NIV



19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. 
“No!” they said. “We want a king over us. 
20 Then we will be like all the other nations, 
with a king to lead us and to go out before 
us and fight our battles.”

1 SAMUEL 8:19-20 NIV



6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and 
thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands 
here before the LORD.” 7 But the Lord said to 
Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or 
his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD 
does not look at the things people look at. 
People look at the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks at the heart.”

1 SAMUEL 16:6-7 NIV



11 Teach me your way, LORD; lead me in a 
straight path because of my oppressors.  
12 Do not turn me over to the desire of my 
foes, for false witnesses rise up against me, 
spouting malicious accusations. 13 I remain 
confident of this: I will see the goodness of 
the LORD in the land of the living. 14 Wait for 
the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait 
for the LORD. PSALM 27:11-14 NIV



42 And when the Philistine looked and saw 
David, he disdained him, for he was but a 
youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. 
 43 And the Philistine said to David, “Am I a 
dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And 
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 The 
Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will 
give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the 
beasts of the field.”  1 SAMUEL 17:42-44 NIV



Expect resistance 



12 For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly realms.

EPHESIANS 6:12 NIV



45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You 
come to me with a sword and with a spear 
and with a javelin, but I come to you in the 
name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my 
hand, and I will strike you down and cut off 
your head. 

1 SAMUEL 17:45-46 NIV



And I will give the dead bodies of the host of 
the Philistines this day to the birds of the air 
and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all 
the earth may know that there is a God in 
Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may 
know that the LORD saves not with sword 
and spear. For the battle is the LORD's, and he 
will give you into our hand.” 

1 SAMUEL 17:46-47 NIV



Engage with faith



3 For though we live in the world, we do not 
wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons 
we fight with are not the weapons of the world. 
On the contrary, they have divine power to 
demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that sets itself 
up against the knowledge of God, and we take 
captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ. 2  CORINTHIANS 10:3-5 NIV



18 Now the Philistines had come and 
spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; 19 so 
David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go and 
attack the Philistines? Will you deliver them 
into my hands?” The LORD answered him, 
“Go, for I will surely deliver the Philistines 
into your hands.”

2 SAMUEL 5:18 NIV



22 Once more the Philistines came up and 
spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; 23 so David 
inquired of the LORD, and he answered, “Do not 
go straight up, but circle around behind them 
and attack them in front of the poplar trees. 
24 As soon as you hear the sound of marching in 
the tops of the poplar trees, move quickly, 
because that will mean the LORD has gone out 
in front of you to strike the Philistine army.” 
 2 SAMUEL 5:22-24 NIV



17 The righteous cry out, and the LORD 
hears  them; he delivers them from all 
their troubles. 18 The LORD is close to the 
brokenhearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.

PSALM 34:17-18 NIV



- Expect resistance   

- Engage with faith

How to Trust the King in the Battle: 



48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack 
him, David ran quickly toward the battle line 
to meet him. 49 Reaching into his bag and 
taking out a stone, he slung it and struck 
the Philistine on the forehead. The stone 
sank into his forehead, and he fell 
facedown on the ground. 

1 SAMUEL 17:48-49 NIV



50 So David triumphed over the Philistine 
with a sling and a stone; without a sword in 
his hand he struck down the Philistine and 
killed him. 51 David ran and stood over him. 
He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and 
drew it from the sheath. After he killed him, 
he cut off his head with the sword.

1 SAMUEL 17:50-51 NIV



Exercise the basics 



39 “I cannot go with these, for I have 
not tested them.” 

1 SAMUEL 17:39 ESV



10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me. 11 Cast me 
not away from your presence, and take 
not your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to 
me the joy of your salvation, and uphold 
me with a willing spirit. 

PSALM 51:10-12 ESV



31 The horse is made ready for the 
day of battle, but the victory 
belongs to the LORD.

PROVERBS 21:31 ESV



- Expect resistance   

- Engage with faith 

How to Trust the King in the Battle: 



55 As Saul watched David going out to meet 
the Philistine, he said to Abner, commander 
of the army, “Abner, whose son is that 
young man?” Abner replied, “As surely as 
you live, Your Majesty, I don’t know.” 
56 The king said, “Find out whose son this 
young man is.”

1 SAMUEL 17:55-56 NIV



Expect the unexpected 



16 Your house and your kingdom 
will endure forever before me; your 
throne will be established forever.’”

2 SAMUEL 7:16 NIV



6 For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  
Peace. 

ISAIAH 9:6-7 ESV



7 Of the increase of his government and 
of peace there will be no end, on the 
throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will do this.

ISAIAH 9:6-7 ESV



- Expect resistance   

- Engage with faith  

- Exercise the basics  

- Expect the unexpected 

How to Trust the King in the Battle: 



1 If the LORD had not been on our side— let 
Israel say— 2 if the LORD had not been on 
our side when people attacked us, 3 they 
would have swallowed us alive when their 
anger flared against us; 4 the flood would 
have engulfed us, the torrent would have 
swept over us, 5 the raging waters  would 
have swept us away.

PSALM 124:1-5 NIV



6 Praise be to the LORD, who has not let us 
be torn by their teeth. 7 We have escaped 
like a bird from the fowler’s snare; the 
snare has been broken, and we have 
escaped. 8 Our help is in the name of 
the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

PSALM 124:6-8 NIV



EPHESIANS 3:20-21 NIV

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, 21 to him 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen. 


